JOHN HOSPERS: MY RESPONSE TO WAYNE ALLYN ROOT’S EDITORIAL:
“NO MOSQUE AT 911 GROUND ZERO SITE”

A few days ago I read an editorial from Libertarian Vice Presidential nominee Wayne Allyn
Root regarding his objection to the proposed building of a mosque near 911 Ground Zero.
Root says such a building has nothing to do with ‘religious freedom’ or ‘property rights’ —
but everything to do with America bowing to sworn enemies (something the current
President seems to have a penchant for doing).

As one of the founders of the Libertarian Party and its first Presidential candidate, the party
that stands for State’s Rights, Individual Freedom and a limited central government, I
strongly agree with Root’s assessment of this issue when he says that this building is an
affront to our culture and basic beliefs as a free people. I agree there is nothing political about
this, that it is a matter of common sense. Root’s position is absolutely on target, and I’'m sure
Ayn Rand would also agree.

If this structure is allowed to overshadow the 911 site —it further weakens us as a nation
worthy of respect from others. In fact, it could provide the nails in the coffin of America,
because it will inspire further attacks. I assume that is what Root means as using our
‘Common Sense’.

I suggest to all who treasure their independence and dwindling freedoms as guaranteed by the
Constitution, UNITE, circle the wagons so to speak and do it quickly because we are being
attacked on very nearly every front, foreign and domestic. To stop the ravages of war and the
spilling of free and innocent blood, we, as free people, must first take our country back from
the treachery of a purposefully planned diabolical national debt and an increasingly power-
mad dictatorship metastasizing from Washington like a political cancer.

A passage from the ‘Socialism and Liberty” chapter in my book ‘LIBERTARIANISM”:

“Productive men have always tried to advance man’s conquest of nature. And always, other
men have tried to widen the scope of political power in order to seize for themselves the
fruits of that conquest. Political power is the power of man over man—that is why we should
minimize it and reduce it to nothing if possible; economic power is the power of man over
nature.

"History is a race between the two kinds of power. The power of capitalism and the free
market lies in an ever-increasing standard of living resulting from the conquest of nature. The
re-ascendance of power over man, the political power, is what reduces us again to the level of
savages.”

What I am saying is some among us believe we are guilty, that we should try to equalize
incomes all over the world - that others are starving because we are too stingy. And if we act
on that advice, that political belief, we will finally starve ourselves in a vain attempt to keep
others from starving. So, too, the building of a mosque at the attack site where thousands of
our own perished in an act of war - must not be allowed.

Otherwise, we will stifle the very spirit of freedom and starve our own beliefs.
That conclusion, in my opinion, is just common sense. JH.



